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Introduction
This intelligence briefing covers the CCLEC Caribbean Regions. It will highlight the
more significant events and activities of organized crime groups who seek to operate in
the region and compromise legitimate industry to smuggle goods. The JIO/ RILO office
is the focal point for intelligence and will report any significant events that are
reported in timely manner.
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Antigua and Barbuda
Subject
Date
Route
Details

Wanted Fugitive
11/05/2018
St. Kitts – Antigua and Barbuda
One of Jamaica’s most wanted fugitive was nabbed in Antigua at V. C. Bird International
Airport on Friday.
The 23 year-old Male was apprehended and taken into custody during a joint operation
between Police and Immigration officials at the airport on Friday. He had just
disembarked Liat flight 317 from St. Kitts, where he was hiding out over a period of
time.
The Clarendon born resident is wanted for murders he allegedly committed in his
hometown, Clarendon. A Grays Farm woman was also taken into custody by police and
is assisting them with their investigations.

Photos
URL
Address

https://antiguanewsroom.com/news/crime/jamaicas-most-wanted-nabbed-in-antigua/
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Subject

Drug and Money Seizure

Date

15/05/2018

Route

Antigua and Barbuda

Details

A 49-year-old man and a 33-year-old woman are expected to appear before the St.
John’s Magistrates’ Court this morning on drug-related charges.
The Office of National Drug and Money Laundering Control Policy (ONDCP) intercepted
the Dominican male and Antiguan female, both residents of All Saints, with cannabis
during another successful counter-narcotics operation on Tuesday. They were detained
and questioned.
A search warrant was subsequently executed on a residence in the Lindsey area where
another quantity of cannabis was discovered.
The drugs carry a total weight of 90.9lbs with an estimated wholesale value of E.C.
$360,360.00. A cash amount of U.S. $1,315.00 and E.C. $6,370.25 was also seized.

Photos

URL
Address

https://antiguanewsroom.com/news/dominican-man-and-antiguan-womanintercepted-with-drugs-cash/
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Bahamas
Subject
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Illegal Immigrants
29/05/2018
Haiti – The Bahamas
A 40ft sloop west of Beacon Cay with an undetermined amount of Haitian Migrants
onboard was intercepted.
This is the third recorded illegal landing in the Bahamas in two days. The first being in
Eleuthera with over 100 persons. The second at Venice Bay New Providence and now at
Beacon Cay Exuma.
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http://bahamaspress.com/2018/05/29/another-major-illegal-landing-in-beacon-cayin-the-exumas/
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Barbados
Subject
Date
Route
Details

Drug Smuggling
19/05/2018
Jamaica – Barbados
On 19th May 2018, a Joint Operation involving Customs, Police and Coast Guard
personnel conducted an underwater examination of the bulk carrier MV ‘Oslo Bulk 7’ at
Bridgetown Port, Barbados. The vessel arrived in Barbados after spending three days in
Jamaica.
The successful operation resulted in the detention of two canisters attached to the
stabilizing gear containing 171lbs of cannabis.
Comment:
This method of concealment is not new to the area.
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Bermuda
Subject

Drug Smuggling

Date

03/05/2018

Route

Canada - Bermuda

Details

On 3rd May 2018, a shipment said to contain a two drawer file cabinet, two burner gas
grill and a tool box arrived on the Air Canada flight 942 from Toronto, Canada.
The shipment was x-rayed by Customs Officers assigned to the Cargo Shed at L. F. Wade
International Airport which showed inconsistent images in the shipment.
The shipment was later collected by Police Officers who are conducting further
enquiries. Drug is suspected to be cannabis and the weight is unknown.
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Subject

Ammunition Seizure

Date

14/05/2018

Route

United States – Bermuda – United States

Details

On 14th May 2018, a 36 year-old American female was arrested after five rounds of live
ammunition was found in her handbag as she returned to the Royal Caribbean cruise
ship ‘Anthem of the Seas’.
On the 16th May, the real estate agent from Kentucky admitted to having the 9mm
rounds without a license and was fined $800.00.

Photos
URL
Address

Comment:
Bermuda Customs reports that they have encountered 2 incidents involving passengers
visiting the Island on Cruise Ships having ammunition in their possession.
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Subject

Drug Seizure

Date

21/05/2018

Route

Holland – Bermuda

Details

On 21st May 2018, Customs at the Bermuda Mail Processing Centre x-rayed a parcel
from Amsterdam, Holland and noted inconsistencies within the image and that the last
name of the consignee was misspelled.
Examination of the contents revealed two bath salt blue packages and other packages.
The officer noted that the two bath salt blue packages felt different when she placed
one in each hand. Further examination of the packages revealed white powder in three
of the packages that were inside the parcel. The white powder was in one of the bath
salt blue package, a hydrogel lip mask package and a smile bath pearl package.
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Subject

Drug Seizure

Date

24/05/2018

Route

Canada – Bermuda

Details

On 24th May 2018, Customs Officers at the DHL Courier Facility selected a parcel said to
contain a ‘Reader Speaker, Bom Box’ for inspection.
An x-ray revealed inconsistent areas within the speaker. The speaker was opened and the
officer noticed a strong smell and 4 packages wrapped in black carbon paper. The black
paper on one of the packages was removed revealing cannabis wrapped in clear plastic.
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Cayman
Subject
Date
Route
Details

Illegal Immigrant
03/05/2018
Jamaica – Cayman Islands
On 3rd May 2018, a 36-year-old Jamaican National was arrested alongside a 20-year old
man of harbouring him. Police, Customs and Immigration Officers carried out a joint
operation after following the suspect to an address on Frank Sound Road, Cayman
Islands. They both remained in custody as investigations continue.
The 36-year-old Jamaican national was deported from the Cayman Islands in October
last year after he had served part of a 34-month prison term for drug smuggling and is
suspected to have entered the Cayman Islands illegally.
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Details

https://caymannewsservice.com/2018/05/immigration-rounds-up-suspects-followingtip-offs/

Seizure of Cash under the Proceeds of Crime Law
21/05/2018
Cayman Islands
Over the last two weeks the police have seized more than CI$36,500 from three
convicted criminals under the Proceeds of Crime Law using court orders. The RCIPS
Financial Crime Unit went after a Colombian national’s ill-gotten gains from illegal
gambling, a Bulgarian national who was convicted of theft and a local drug dealer to get
the money for the public purse and deprive criminals of the profit from crime.
In the first of the three cases, the RCIPS said they were able to seize CI$23,700 from an
unidentified Colombian man, earned through gambling under a Proceeds of Crime Law
– Recovery Order. This was the first time that a civil power of recovery has been used to
forfeit assets that are suspected to be the profit of crime.
In the second case, a Bulgarian national who was convicted of theft and attempted
theft, received a forfeiture order for CI$2,400 which was found in his possession at the
time he was arrested by a financial investigator from the FCU. Prior to the forfeiture
order the Bulgarian national had also paid compensation of CI$1,050 to two financial
institutions.
In the third case, a man was ordered to pay a confiscation order for CI$10,256, having
previously been convicted of conspiracy to supply drugs.
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https://caymannewsservice.com/2018/05/cops-use-court-to-confiscate-criminal-cash/
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Drug Smuggling
30/05/2018
Miami, Florida – Cayman Islands
A 29 year-old Cayman male National pleaded guilty to drug smuggling in a Florida
federal court after the Cayman Airways worker was arrested last month at Miami
Airport in what is suspected to be a long-running smuggling conspiracy. US court
records indicate that the male, who is from George Town, was arrested at the
departure gate along with a second man, who is believed to be an American citizen,
after trying to smuggle almost three kilos of ganja in laundry powder boxes in the men’s
luggage.
The details of the case were published by US officials last week after the suspect
appeared in court and made admissions on 18 May. He is expected to be sentenced in
June for the conspiracy, which prosecutors say has been going on since January.
Earlier this month customs officers here in Cayman revealed they had also arrested a
Cayman Airways employee as well as two of its own customs officers in connection with
a drug conspiracy.
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https://caymannewsservice.com/2018/05/cal-employee-admits-ganja-smuggling-in-us/
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Dominican Republic
Subject

Currency Seizure - (US$745,180.00)

Date

01/05/2018

Route

United Stated – Dominican Republic

Details

Law enforcement authorities confiscated US Currency found in container No.CLHU9019293, the amount of seven hundred and forty-five thousand one hundred and
eighty (US $ 745,180.00) dollars with 00/100, from the United States. The money came
camouflaged in spare parts of vehicles inside tanks. The seizure was performed in the
Port of Haina.
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Subject

Drug Smuggling

Date

01/05/2018

Route

United Stated – Dominican Republic

Details

Law enforcement authorities confiscated the quantity of one (01) cardboard box,
containing in its interior several packages of a vegetable presumably marijuana, with a
weight of 7.2 kilos, which arrived in the country by Delta airline, in flight no. 686, from
the USA, arrived via the COURIEL company of the Dominican Postal Institute.
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Grenada
Subject

Drug Smuggling

Date

05/05/2018

Route

England – Grenada – Canada

Details

On 5th May 2018, a 71 year-old Guyana national was arrested by officers attached to the
Immigration Department at the Maurice Bishop International Airport after the
discovery of 3 kilos of cocaine with a street value of just over $340,000 beneath the
seat of the motorized wheelchair on which he was being driven.
It was learnt that the suspect arrived in Grenada some two weeks prior to his arrest
from England and was simply in transit en route to Canada. It was also said that during
his short stay on the Spice Island Beach Resort, he was mainly confined to his
wheelchair at his hotel
Update
On 24th May 2018, the suspect appeared in court and was fined 50,000 Eastern
Caribbean dollars to be paid immediately. If he fails to do so, he would have to serve
three years imprisonment.
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https://www.thegrenadainformer.com/news/item/4740-71-year-old-guyana-nationalslapped-with-drug-trafficking-charge
http://demerarawaves.com/2018/05/24/guyanese-man-fined-for-cocaine-inwheelchair-in-grenada/

14

RESTRICTED
Subject
Date
Route
Details

Money Laundering
11/05/2018
St. Vincent – Grenada – St. Vincent
Two Nationals from St. Vincent and the Grenadines have been sentenced for violating
Grenada’s money laundering legislation.
A 35-year-old sailor and a 23-year-old were held attempting to board a ferry on the
Carenage – the Island’s main port, earlier this month.
The Police report that the men were jointly charged with money laundering after they
were unable to explain the source of funds of almost EC$60,000.00 found in their
possession.
The Police say that the suspects entered Grenada on the evening on the 2nd May 2018,
while preparing to depart the following morning, when they were held
Update
The suspects were each fined ten thousand dollars to be paid forthwith or spend two
years behind the walls of the Richmond Hill Prison.
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https://caribbeannewsservice.com/now/grenada-vincentian-nationals-jailed-formoney-laundering
https://www.thegrenadainformer.com/news/item/4749-two-st-vincent-nationalsfined-for-money-laundering
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Drug Smuggling
24/05/2018
United States – Grenada – United States
A 33 year-old Jamaican born American citizen was arrested at the Maurice Bishop
International Airport (MBIA) last week shortly before boarding an outbound flight to
New York. The suspect was taken into custody after displaying behaviour that aroused
the suspicion of the officers assigned to the MBIA.
A search was conducted on the suspect’s belongings where some 1.3 kilos of cocaine
was found valued at one hundred and thirty-two thousand dollars was discovered.
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https://www.thegrenadainformer.com/news/item/4766-jamaica-national-on-cocainerelated-charge-to-know-his-fate-on-tuesday
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Jamaica
Subject
Date
Route
Details

Human Smuggling
March/2018
Europe – Jamaica – Canada
The Police High Command and US Authorities are investigating a suspected human
smuggling ring operating in Jamaica.
The probe was launched last week after two Albanian students were arrest at Norman
Manley International Airport in possession of stolen US passports.
They were preparing to board a flight to Canada when they were arrested.
They were using fake names.
The two Albanians, aged 25 and 21 years of age pleaded guilty to uttering forged
documents and forgery.
They were each fined $200,000 or six months in prison.
It was revealed in court that the two Albanians arrived in Jamaica on legitimate
Albanian passports and were allowed to stay in the country until May.
Investigations revealed that they paid persons in Jamaica US$15,000 for the American
passports which were stolen in the United States and ended up in Jamaica.
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http://rjrnewsonline.com/local/police-us-authorities-probing-suspected-humansmuggling-ring-in-jamaica
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Drug Smuggling
12/05/2018
Jamaica – St. Maarten
On 12th May 2018, at the Caribbean Airlines Cargo, Norman Manley International
Airport (NMIA) an outbound shipment declared as “seasoning” was inspected.
Upon examination, the shipment was found to contain green vegetable matter
resembling marijuana concealed in wrapped packages. The weight of the contraband
amounted to 308.65lbs with a street value of JMD$1,543,250.00. The shipment was
subsequently detained for further investigation.
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Montserrat
Subject

Drug Smuggling

Date

11/05/2018

Route

Martinique – Guadeloupe – St Martin – Montserrat

Details

The Funky FF a yacht from Martinique was found in Montserrat waters with four
persons on board. The vessel was rummaged and a quantity 0.025 kg of (25 grams) of
marijuana was found on board.
No Tolerance for Drugs in Montserrat
The crew pleaded guilty for drug possession and was fined $75,000.00. The fine is to be
paid in one month or 6 months in prison. The boat was not forfeited but seized until all
monies are paid to the court. They are presently out of prison on their own
recognizance to make arrangements to get the money paid. Their travel documents are
seized until monies paid.
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Trinidad and Tobago
Subject
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Drug Smuggling
06/05/2018
Trinidad and Tobago – United States
On 6th May 2018, two security guards were among five people arrested at the Piarco
International Airport, Trinidad and Tobago just as two suitcases filled with $34.4 million
in cocaine was being loaded into the cargo hold of Caribbean Airlines (CAL) flight
BW250. The flight was about to depart for New York.
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http://newsday.co.tt/2018/05/07/34m-cocaine-bust/

Subject
Date
Route
Details

Drug Smuggling
13/05/2018
Trinidad and Tobago – India
A 46 year-old woman and her 25 year-old daughter have been arrested in India for
smuggling cocaine from Trinidad and Tobago, through the Indian postal system.
The two were arrested after officers, following a tip-off, intercepted the Goa-bound
consignment in Nagpur.
According to India media reports, the 46 year-old woman was arrested in Nagpur
receiving the parcel, while her daughter was held in Goa.
The drugs were concealed in an eye shadow palette.
Officials in Mumbai say the cocaine, which weight 360 grammes, was worth RS 1.5CR
(US$222,675)
Comment:
Officers should be on the lookout for eye shadow palette or similar items arriving from
Trinidad and Tobago.
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http://www.looptt.com/content/cocaine-eyeshadow-india-bound-cocaine-cametrinidad
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Illegal Immigrants
21/05/2018
Venezuela – Trinidad and Tobago
Three Venezuelan nationals were arrested by officers of the South Western Division
during an anti-crime exercise in South Oropouche on Monday morning.
While on patrol, officers conducted enquiries at a bar around 2am, when they had
cause to detail two women, ages 25 and 30, and a 58 year-old Venezuelan man.
The immigrants were conveyed to the Fyzabad Police Station and were handed over to
officers of the Immigration Division.
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http://www.looptt.com/content/police-detain-three-illegal-venezuelans-during-anticrime-exercise

Drug Smuggling
23/05/2018
Trinidad and Tobago - British Virgin Islands
On 23rd May 2018, cocaine valued at $20 million bound for Tortola, British Virgin Islands
was found at Queens Wharf, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.
The drug which weighed 43.9 kilos was stacked into 40 bags which was found by
officers of the Customs and Excise Division aboard the cargo holding area of the
Elizabeth II.
The cocaine had been placed among crates of water and juice.
The Customs Division said that the ship was expected to depart from Port of Spain
either today or Saturday but since discovery it has been prevented from departing.
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https://www.trinidadexpress.com/news/local/cops-stop-million-cocaine-shipment-totortola/article_07aa12b2-6021-11e8-a7c7-3382b35c6d12.html
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Drug Smuggling
27/05/2018
Canada – Trinidad and Tobago – Canada
A 24 year-old Canadian woman who is four and half month pregnant was arrested at
the Piarco International Airport as she prepared to board a flight to Canada.
Officers of the organised crime and intelligence unit stopped the woman after she was
reportedly acting suspiciously.
Her luggage was searched, resulting in the discovery of 3.26 kilos of cocaine in three
transparent packets. The drug has an estimated value of TT$1,304.000.
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http://www.looptt.com/content/canadian-woman-held-cocaine-luggage
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Turks and Caicos
Subject
Date
Route
Details

Illegal Immigrants
28/05/2018
Haiti – Turks and Caicos
SEVERAL weeks after lending aid in the wake of an alarming upsurge in illegal sloops
arriving in the TCI, the United Kingdom has sent over several experts to further assess
the situation on the ground.
On Sunday, May 13, a five member team of experts from the UK’s Home Office arrived
in the Turks and Caicos Islands to examine the territory’s current illegal migration
issues.
Over the next two weeks, the team will meet with several officials and will at the end
provide advice to the Ministry of Border Control on how to enhance the effectiveness of
the Turks and Caicos Islands’ response to tackling immigration crimes.
(read more)
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http://tcweeklynews.com/stop-the-sloops-haitian-residents-demand-action-fromnative-government-p8724-149.htm
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Preventing Human Trafficking
28/05/2018
Airline Industry
Aircraft cabin crew will now have better tools to help them prevent human trafficking
on commercial flights after the launch today of new ICAO-OHCHR Guidelines for
Training Cabin Crew on Identifying and Responding to Trafficking in Persons.
The new guidelines were unveiled this morning at an ICAO-OHCHR Forum taking place
in Geneva, and are seen as timely and essential given that 1-in-200 people worldwide
are still being forced into work and living conditions resulting from human trafficking, a
practice considered akin to modern slavery (statistical source: ILO).
Air transport’s essential role in linking global destinations means that modern aircraft
are a primary mobility option for international traffickers. This increases the likelihood
that airline personnel will come face-to-face at some point with human trafficking
victims and perpetrators. (read more)
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Promotional Aid
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https://www.stlucianewsonline.com/preventing-human-trafficking-by-empoweringaircraft-cabin-crew/

23

RESTRICTED
Drug Type - Fentanyl
Subject
Details

Fentanyl
Fentanyl and fentanyl related compounds such as carfentanil and acetyl fentanyl are
synthetic opioids.
Drugs in this group have varying but often very high levels of potency. In recent years
they have become more widely available in the Unites States and grown as a threat to
public safety. It only takes a very small amount of fentanyl or its derivatives – which can
be inhaled or absorbed through the skin or mucus membranes (such as being inhaled
through the nose or mouth) – to result in severe adverse reactions. As a consequence,
not only are users exposed to danger, but so are others who encounter them including
the general public, first responders and law enforcement. (read more)
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https://www.dea.gov/druginfo/fentanyl.shtml
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Maritime Activity in the Caribbean Sea
Subject
Date
Route
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Drug Smuggling
08/05/2018
Caribbean Region
ST. PETERSBURG, Florida – The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Resolute offloaded
approximately 1 ton of marijuana Tuesday in St. Petersburg worth an estimated $2.2
million total wholesale seized during a 71-day deployment in international waters in the
Caribbean Sea.
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http://coastguardnews.com/coast-guard-offloads-a-ton-of-marijuana-in-stpetersburg/2018/05/08/
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Illegal Immigrants
10/05/2018
Dominican Republic – Puerto Rico
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The Coast Guard repatriated eight Dominicans Wednesday to
the Dominican Republic following the interdiction of a makeshift boat by Caribbean
Border Interagency Group law enforcement authorities just off the coast of Rincon,
Puerto Rico.
Six of the interdicted migrants, four Dominican men, a Dominican woman and a Haitian
man, are facing potential federal criminal immigration charges for attempted illegal
entry into the U.S. One other Dominican man is also facing prosecution after he was
identified having an active warrant for his arrest from the state of New York.
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http://coastguardnews.com/coast-guard-repatriates-8-migrants-to-the-dominicanrepublic/2018/05/17/
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